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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of May Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 17th May, 2010
In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach :
Cllr. J. D’Arcy
Members:
Councillors: P. Bell, M. Bellew, D. Breathnach T. Brennan, M. Butler, T. Byrne, E. Corrigan, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough,  P. McQuillan, I. Munster,  G. Nash, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





M. Curran, Director of Services





D. Foley, Director of Services





J. McGuinness, Director of Services








B. Woods, Head of Finance






E. Walsh, Director of Services






F. Pentony, Director of Services/Town Clerk






P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






R. McKenna, Senior Engineer






R. McAuley, Financial Accountant






B. Lynch, Financial Accountant






G. Kelly, Senior Engineer






M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer






C. Vaughan, Senior Social Worker

 --------------------------------------

Minute No. 81/10
Confirmation of Minutes
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach
And Resolved:-
That the Minutes of Monthly Council Meeting held on 19th April,  2010 be adopted.
Arising from the Minutes 
Minute No. 67/10
Cllr. T. Sharkey pointed out that a presentation given to Monaghan County Council on the East/West Corridor, similar to that given to Louth County Council highlighted the difference in costs between the Dundalk/Castleblayney and Dundalk/ Carrickmacross options.





Minute No. 82/10
Minutes for Information
The minutes of meetings of the following Committees, as circulated with the Agenda, were noted:-

a) Traveller Consultative Committee


27/01/10

b) Economic Development & Future Planning

08/04/10

c) Drogheda East & West Area Committee

12/04/10

d) Dundalk Carlingford/South Area Committee
12/04/10

e) Ardee Area Committee



25/03/10

f) Corporate Policy Group



09/04/10

g) Housing SPC





15/03/10

Minute No. 83/10
SPC Chairpersons Reports
Cllr. J. Ryan, Chairperson of the Housing, Community Planning and Social Policy S.P.C. presented a summary of proceedings of a meeting of that committee held  on 6th May 2010.
Minute No. 84/10
Regional Homelessness Action Plan
J. McGuinness, Director of Services, introduced the North East Regional Homelessness Action Plan 2010-2013 (circulated) which had been drawn up in conjunction with Monaghan and Cavan County Councils under Chapter 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, with Louth County Council as the lead authority. 
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan

And Resolved
That the North East Regional Homelessness Action Plan, as circulated, be adopted.  Members highlighted the importance of preventative strategies including schools educational programmes and the need to reduce dependence on emergency accommodation.
Minute No. 85/10
Nomination of Member to Regional Homelessness Consultative Forum
J. McGuinness, Director of Services outlined the requirement to appoint one member to the Regional Homelessness Consultative Forum.
Proposed by Cllr. L. Reilly
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy
That Cllr. J. Ryan be nominated

Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey
Seconded by Cllr. J. Loughran 

That Cllr. P.McQuillan be nominated

Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. T. Byrne

That Cllr. L. Reilly be nominated

After Cllr. L. Reilly withdrew his nomination it was unanimously agreed that Cllrs. Ryan and McQuillan should share the position over two consecutive terms of equal duration during the remaining four year term of the present Council.
Minute No. 86/10
Community Planning Grants Scheme 2010
J. McGuinness, Director of Services, presented the Community Planning Grants Scheme for 2010 (circulated) outlining the allocation of a total fund of €100,000 to various groups and organisations throughout the county to help defray the cost of amenity and environmental improvement works in their local areas.
Proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey

And Resolved
That the Community Planning Grants Scheme 2010 as circulated be adopted.

Minute No. 87/10
Material Contravention of Development Plan – Dwellinghouse at Bridgeacrinn, Killen, Dundalk, Co. Louth.  Register Reference Number 09/838 – Ms. Kathleen Maddy
The members considered a report dated 10th May 2010 from F. Pentony, Director of Services (circulated with agenda) following publication of a notice of intention to consider deciding to grant planning permission to Ms. Kathleen Maddy for a dwellinghouse at Bridgeacrinn, Killen, Co. Louth in material contravention of the Louth County Development Plan on foot of an application received on 10th December, 2009 under Register Reference No 09/838.
Proposed by Cllr. J. Ryan
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey

That a decision to grant permission be made

In accordance with the requirements of Section 34 (6) (b) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, a role call vote was taken on the proposal which resulted as follows:-
For:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, P. Bell, D. Breathnach, T. Byrne, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, F. Maher, P. McQuillan, I. Munster,  G. Nash,  L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey  O. Tully


Total:
 22

Against:
Nil
Abstain:
Cllr. M. Butler


Total:  1

Absent:
Cllrs. T. Brennan, E. Corrigan, M. O’Dowd


Total:  3

As not less than the required number, i.e. three quarters of the total number of members, voted in favour, the proposal to make a decision to grant permission was declared carried.
Minute No. 88/10
V.A.T. on Local Authority Services
B. Woods, Head of Finance, gave a presentation on changes to the V.A.T. regime which would require local authorities to charge V.A.T on a range of services provided by them with effect from 1st July 2010, arising from a 2009 ruling by the European Court of Justice.
A lengthy debate ensued on this issue with many members expressing concern at the impact of the proposed charges on services such as affordable housing, off-street car parking, waste disposal and burial plots.

A Notice of Motion from Cllr. F. Godfrey on this issue, listed as item 18 (iii) on the agenda was considered at this stage. Cllr. Godfrey proposed and it was seconded by Cllr. Grehan that it be recommended that no change be made for grave plots.
Minute No. 89/10
National Broadband Scheme
M. Curran Director of Services gave a presentation of the roll-out of broadband services in County Louth including the National Broadband Scheme, the Kelvin Project, the Dundalk H²O Project and the use of ducting in the national roads network.
While the members welcomed progress in the development of these services, concern was expressed that some outlying rural areas may not be covered.

Minute No. 90/10

Louth Economic Indigenous Industry Action Plan 
The Chairman welcomed Mr. Padraic White, Chairman of Louth Economic Forum and Mr. Conor Fahy, Regional Director, Enterprise Ireland.
Mr. Fahy gave a presentation on the Indigenous Industry Action Plan, part of the nine point strategy adopted by the Louth Economic Forum and assigned to a number of Task Groups.

The Indigenous Industry Action Plan, to be published in June 2010, has as its overall vision, the growth of indigenous industry out of the recession, and contained a range of strategies and individual actions to achieve this aim.  

A lengthy discussion ensued with members broadly welcoming the plan and highlighting particular areas of potential, including windfarms, developing entrepreneur skills in schools, use of existing vacant industrial buildings, one stop shops for start up enterprises, and alternative sources of finance as outlined by Mr. White in his summing up.
Minute No. 91/10

Suspension of Standing Orders
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan

And Resolved
That Standing Orders be suspended to permit the meeting to continue beyond 12.45 p.m.
Minute No. 92/10
Policy / Procedure on Taking in Charge of Private Housing Estates

Cllr. F. Maher, Chairman of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee, presented the Draft Policy on Taking in Charge of Private Housing Estates as circulated.  A number of issues and queries raised by members were responded to by M. Curran, Director of Services
Proposed by Cllr. F. Maher
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey

And Resolved
That the Draft Policy on Taking in Charge of Private Housing Estates as circulated be adopted

Minute No. 93/10

Declaration of Roads to be Public Roads

M. Curran Director of Services presented reports as circulated on proposals to declare certain roads in the following housing estates to be public roads:-
· Carraig Ard, Blackrock

· Glenwood Abbey, Monasterboice

· St. Ronan’s Villas, Dromiskin

· Wallace’s Cove, Blackrock
Proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey

And Resolved
That, in accordance with the provisions of Section 11 of the Roads Act, 1993, the roads in the aforementioned housing estates as identified on the respective maps which were made available for public inspection, are hereby declared to be public roads.
Minute No. 94/10

Rural Water Programme

Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. L. Reilly

And Resolved
That consideration of this item be deferred
Minute No. 95/10

Transportation and Marine Progress Report
The Transportation and Marine Progress Report as circulated with the Agenda was noted.
Cllr. F. McCoy raised the issue of a motion which he had proposed at the monthly meeting in July 2009 regarding the relaxation of the pay parking bye-laws for Ardee and noted that the contract for implementation of the bye-laws had recently been renewed.

The Manager clarified that his advice to the Council at that time was that he would not be implementing the motion as passed due to the revenue shortfall which would arise and for which no alternative source of income had been identified.

Other issues raised included the poor state of the roads in Dunleer and Annagassan and the question of setting aside a contingency fund to deal with emergency road repairs.
Minute No. 96/10
Housing Progress Report

The Housing Progress Report, as circulated with the Agenda, was noted.

Minute No. 97/10

Planning Progress Report

The Planning Progress Report, as circulated with the Agenda, was noted.
Minute No. 98/10

Conferences/Events

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. L. Reilly
That, in accordance with the provisions of Section 142(5) of the Local Government Act 2001, the Council hereby authorises the attendances of members at the conferences/events detailed at Item No. 17 on the Agenda. 
Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey
Seconded by Cllr. E. Corrigan

That the said attendances not be approved

A roll call vote was taken on Cllr. Godfrey’s proposal which resulted as follows:-

For:
Cllrs. D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Byrne, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, C. Markey, F. Maher, L. Reilly, J. Ryan
 

Total: 11
Against:
Cllrs. E. Corrigan, J. Loughran, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster, T. Sharkey


Total :6
Abstain:
Cllr. M. Butler


Total:  1

Absent:
Cllrs. M. Bellew, P. Bell, A. Grehan, F. McCoy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, P. Savage, O. Tully

Total:  8
Accordingly Cllr. Godfrey’s proposal was declared carried.

Minute No. 99/10
Notices of Motions
(i) From Cllr. P. McQuillan – Provision of Playground in Tullyallen

“Calling on Louth County Council to allocate funding from the sports and recreation fund for the provision of a playground in Tullyallen. Contact has been made with the chairman of Glen Emmets GFC and they are willing to talk to the county engineer with the possibility of putting the playground on an unused piece of land beside the old club house. The land has parking facilities already on site and it is both central to the village and a safe distance from the main road. If this site is unsuitable I would like to see Louth County Council source a site central to the village and install this much needed facility as the village has experienced a large population rise in the last number of years and there are no such facilities in place”.

The following formal response to this motion, as included in the agenda was noted
Louth County Council would include this location in its Playground Capital Programme, however any project commencement would be subject to available funding. It would be advisable if a local playground committee could be established to assist the process by confirming ownership, interest and any local funding opportunities.

(ii)
From Cllr. Frank Godfrey – Extradition of Sean Garland
“That Louth County Council consider a call for withdrawal of the United States Demand for the extradition from Ireland to the USA of Sean Garland”

On a show of hands the motion was declared carried with Cllrs. D. Breathnach and F. Maher abstaining.
(iii)
From Cllr. Frank Godfrey – Motorbikes and Quads on Cooley Mountains
“That Louth County Council take firm action, to prohibit motorbikes & quads from damaging and using the Cooley Mountains, as they are destroying the Flora & Fauna”

The following formal reply, as included on the agenda was noted.
This issue has already been raised at Dundalk Carlingford/Dundalk South Area Committee level.

This Council adopted Bye-Laws in 2003 regulating the use of Off Road Vehicles on the Cooley Mountains and following the raising of the issue at Area Committee level, a letter has issued to An Garda Síochána requesting their assistance in the enforcement of the Bye-Laws.
(iv)
From Cllr. Tomás Sharkey – Meeting Starting Time
Proposed by Cllr. T. Sharkey

Seconded by Cllr. P. McGeough

“That ordinary monthly meetings of Louth County Council begin at 9.15 am on the third Monday of each month”. 
The following formal reply was included in the Agenda:-
Current Standing Orders provide that the monthly meeting is held at 10.00am or at such other hour as may from time to time be fixed by resolution of the Council.  Standing Orders are currently being reviewed and the issue can best be dealt with in the course of that review.

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. L. Reilly

That no change be made to the starting time
Proposed by Cllr. J. Ryan

Seconded by Cllr. D. Breathnach
That the motion be deferred to the Review of Standing Orders

On a show of hands Cllr. Ryan’s proposal was declared carried
(vi) From Cllr. I. Munster – Road Safety Measures at Termonfeckin
Proposed by Cllr. I. Munster

Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey

“Calling on this council to install bollards as a road safety measure on Main Street, Termonfeckin to   eliminate the road safety issues caused by lorries and cars parking on the footpath opposite the local Centra store. These lorries and cars continuously park from early morning and throughout the day blocking residents’ driveways and obstructing sight lines for residents exiting their houses.”
The following formal response as included in the agenda was noted

The Area Engineer has had discussions on this matter with Councillor Munster and a meeting on site is proposed in the near future. The meeting will look at the issues raised in the motion along with the proposed solution. In addition he will examine other options, such as enforcement, bye-laws and planning.

Minute No. 100/10

Notices of Questions

The following Notice of Question from Cllr. T. Sharkey and the following reply as included on the Agenda was noted
(i) From Cllr. Tomás Sharkey – Fluoridation of Water Supplies
“What is the current policy on fluoridation of public water supplies in Louth and how much fluoride was added to the public water supply in each of the last 3 years, how much does the fluoride cost and has Louth County Council been advised of any health implications of fluoridation of water?”

The Council fluoridates water in accordance with the statutory requirements set out in the Health Act (Fluoridation of Water), 1960 and associated Regulations.

Fluoride is added to designated supplies to achieve a concentration of between 0.6 to 0.8 mg/L as set out in the relevant Regulations.

The HSE are responsible for fluoridation and the competent body in respect of public health matters pertaining to water supplies.  All costs associated with fluoridation are recouped from the HSE.  The total cost of fluoridation in 2009 was €132,255.

In response to Cllr. Sharkey, Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services agreed to provide some further clarification

 Minute No. 101/10

Correspondence

Letter dated 16/4/2010 form the Dept of Environment, Heritage and Local Government regarding tentative list of potential nominees to the World Heritage List was noted.
That concluded the meeting.
These minutes were confirmed at a meeting of the Council held on:-
Date: 
_____________________
Signed:____________________


              Cathaoirleach
Signed:____________________


               Meetings Administrator
